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Continuum

For a Grand Unveiling

Clearly, this is a grandiose title for a piece that could be no longer than four minutes. It’s a play on two
words: Grand refers to the geographical home of the organ—on St. Paul’s Grand Hill —and Continuum is a
nod to the owner’s description of Opus 73 as “the ideal continuo instrument.”

The dictionary defines continuum as “a recurring sequence in which the repetitions of the original material
are not perceptively different from each other, although the extremes are quite distinct.” My approach was
to anchor the repetitions in the pedal and let the manuals handle the extremes —akin to a passacaglia, but with
a little more creative license.



Continuum

for a Grand Unveiling

Written for the Grand Hill organ dedication. Summer, 2017

IT 8' Gedackt
I 8' Principal

Craig Carnahan, b. 1951

Ped. 16' Subbass, 8' Open Flute
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c. 3:45 minutes
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With more presence
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Flowing and sustained
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I to Ped.

Spirited, with forward momentum
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a tempo
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