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the Lingering Light of Day

Poetry by Julia Klatt Singer

Solstice

We wake to winter, to wind, to white.
Slivers of sunlight slip across the glittery ice
Trembling and gleaming.

What are we made of but sensations?
Like the lake we are sound,
We are shape, we are light.

We live in winter
Carry the lake in our hearts,
the aspen trembling in our veins,

Our lives revolve around the sound
Of snow, the silence
Absolute.

Dream the spring song
of the Chickadee,
Question everything.

And on this longest night
Find in moonlight
the clear bright answer.

Here for the Winter

Wind and snow

Wind wind and snow, mitten claps at the puppet show

The pileated woodpecker (rat-a-tata-tat)

The white-throated sparrow (the squeak of the chain of the swingset, remember that?)

Some mornings lake ice as far as we can see.
Others, swallowed in fog —

A fog that swallows me. Then

clear night, bright moon

Listen to the howling wolves,

the singing trees.

Imagine the sound of the aurora borealis
As they tap their rhythm

In the sky,

Shimmering blues and greens--

Our song of light, of home.



On being

We are the sweet lingering light of day,
the bluing twilight, the hush

of snow, the boom of ice

shifting.

Thoughts of you; your hands like birds,
Your arms, the sculptors of music.
Your heart, a hive of bees —sweeter

is the world because of its beating.

We live in a world made of water, granite, lichen
with our neighbors the moose and the martin.
Listen for the chickadee’s spring call,

The ping of snow, melting.

It is the skyward reaching pine
out the bedroom window,
how it divides the winter sky,
points to Venus, rising,

has been here all this time,
all these years. Like us,
grounded, rooted

in dreams.
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