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Prose & Cons 
(in their own words) 

 
 

 
1. John Wilkes Booth 
 
In 1865, when Lincoln shall be king...No, by God’s mercy, never that! This man’s ap-
pearance, his pedigree, his coarse low jokes and anecdotes, his vulgar policies are a dis-
grace to the seat he holds. Other brains rule the country. He is Bonaparte in one great 
move, by overturning this blind Republic and making himself a king. This man’s reelec-
tion, I tell you will be a reign! You’ll see, you’ll see.  
 

(satirical lyrics John Wilkes Booth sang to his sister)  
 

 

2 Jesse James 
 

In the spring of 1866, my life was threatened daily, and I was forced to go heavily armed. 
The whole country was full of militia, robbing, plundering and killing. My pistols were al-
ways by my side. 
• Jesse James was a preacher’s son. 
• I married my first cousin. 
• My nickname was “Dingus.”  (I don’t like to curse so, after I shot off the tip of my 

finger while cleaning my gun, I said “That’s the dod-dingus pistol I ever saw.”) 
• My gang and I robbed over twenty banks and trains. 
• I robbed a stagecoach on my honeymoon. 
• I murdered 17 people. 
• At the age of 34 I was shot in the back by a rival member of my own gang. 
 
My tombstone reads, “Jesse James, Died April 3, 1882, Murdered by a traitor and a cow-
ard whose name is not worthy to appear here.”  
 

(miscellaneous quotes by Jesse James about his life) 
 
 

3. Lee Harvey Oswald  
 
My name is Lee Harvey Oswald. My residence is 1026 North Beckley, Dallas, Texas. I 
was present in the School Book Depository on the morning of November 20, 1963. I was 
on all the floors that morning.  Because of all the confusion, I figured there would be no 
work done that afternoon so I decided to go home. I changed my clothes and went to a 
movie. I carried a pistol with me to the movie because I felt like it, for no other reason. I 
fought the Dallas Police who arrested me in the theater where I received a cut and a 
bump. I did not shoot President John F. Kennedy or Officer J. D. Tippit. Please take the 
handcuffs off me, from behind my back.  
 

(excerpt from the Dallas police interview with Lee Harvey Oswald on Nov. 23, 1963) 
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4. Bonnie Parker 
 
I hate myself for loving you. 
I can’t break free from the things you do, 
I want to walk, but run back to you. 
That’s why I hate myself for loving you. 
 
For you love who you love and you go with what you feel.  
And you never think what’s down the road while the fairytale seems real. 
 
Oh you love who you love. Common sense may say it’s wrong.  
There’s a part of him you know is wild.  
Maybe that’s what made you love him all along.  
 
I’ll never leave your side my dear Clyde. I’ll ride till I die. 
 

(excerpts from love letters Bonnie Parker wrote to Clyde Barrow) 
 
 
5. Jack the Ripper 
 
You thought yourself very clever I reckon when you informed the police. But you made 
a mistake if you thought I didn’t see you. Now I know you know me. I see your little 
game, and I mean to finish you and send your ears to your wife if you show this to the 
police or help them. If you do I will finish you. It’s no use trying to get out of my way. 
Because I’ll have you when you least expect it and I’ll keep my word—as you soon shall 
see—and rip you up.  
 
Yours truly, Jack the Ripper 
 
P.S.: You see, I know your address 
 

(a letter dated Oct. 6, 1888, believed to have been intended for either Israel Schwartz or 
 Joseph Lawende, both of whom were thought to have witnessed the Ripper and given 
 descriptions to the police) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duration: c. 13 minutes 
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œ œ œœ ˙˙3

œ ˙

œ œ œ œ
go with what you

Œ œ œœœ œ œ
œ œ œœ ˙˙3

œ ˙

&

&
?

# # # # #

# # # # #
# # # # #

Mezzo

Pno.

30

.˙
feel.

œœ œ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œœ ˙˙3

œ ˙

.˙

Œ œ# œœœ œ œ
œ œ œœ ˙̇3

œ ˙

œ Œ œ# œ
And you

œœ œ# œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œœ ˙̇3

œ ˙

œ œ .œ jœ
nev er think what's

Œ œ œœœ œ œ
œ œn œœ ˙˙3

œ ˙

-

&

&
?

# # # # #

# # # # #
# # # # #

Mezzo

Pno.

34

œN œ ˙
down the road

œœ œ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œn œœ ˙˙3

œ ˙

œ Œ œ œ
3

while the

Œ œ œœœ œ œ
œ œ œœ ˙˙3

œ ˙

œ œn .œ jœa
fair y tale seems

œœ œ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œœ ˙˙3

œ ˙

.˙
real.

Œ œ œœœ œ œ
œ œn œœ ˙˙3

œ ˙

- -
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&

&
?

b

b

b

44

44

44

Mezzo-Soprano

Piano

Œ

Œ

œ œ œ œ

A Tango with a sinister edge q = 132

A Tango with a sinister edge q = 132

F

∑

‰ jœœœ.
jœœœ. ‰ œœœ. œœœ. ‰ jœœœ.

jœ>
‰ ‰ Jœ# > œ Jœ. ‰

∑

‰ jœœœb >
jœœœ> ‰ Ó

Jœ> ‰ Œ Œ œ œ œ œ

∑

‰ jœœœ.
jœœœ. ‰ œœœ#N . œœœ. ‰ jœœœ.

jœ>
‰ ‰ jœ# > œ Jœ. ‰

&

&
?

b

b

b

Mezzo

Pno.

4 Œ ‰ jœ œ# œ
You thought your

‰ jœœœ# >
Œ Ó

jœ> ‰ Œ Ó

F
œ œ œ jœ# œ jœ

self ver y clev er I

‰ jœœœ.
jœœœ. ‰ œœœ. œœœ. ‰ jœœœ#N

Jœ> ‰ ‰ Jœ# > œ œ œ

œ œ œ ‰ jœ œ# œ
reck on when you in

‰ jœœœ.
jœœœ. ‰ œœœ. œœœ. ‰ jœœœ# .

Jœ> ‰ ‰ jœ> œ œ# œ

- - - - -
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&

&
?

b

b

b

Mezzo

Pno.

7 ˙ œ œ# œ3

formed the po

‰ jœœœ.
jœœœ. ‰ œœœ. œœœ. ‰ jœœœ#

Jœ> ‰ ‰ Jœ# > œ œ œ

œ> Œ Œ œ. œ.
lice. But you

‰ jœœœ#
> Œ Ó

Jœ> ‰ Œ Ó
f

pf
Jœ- ‰ Œ Œ œ. œ# .
made a mis

Œ œ jœ# ‰ Œœ œ Jœ

‰ œ# œ œ jœ ‰ ŒJœ œ Jœ
p

jœ. ‰ Œ Œ œ- œ-
3

take if you

‰ jœ œ jœ ‰ Œœ œ œ Jœ
Œ œ# jœ ‰ Œœ œ Jœ &

--

&

&

&

b

b

b

Mezzo

Pno.

11 ˙# œ œ œ> .œ
thought I did n't

Œ œ jœ ‰ Œœ œ Jœ

‰ œ# œn œ jœ ‰ ŒJœ œ Jœ

.œ- jœ- ˙
see you.

‰ Jœœœ .
Jœœœ . ‰ œœœ#N . œœœ. ‰ J

œœœ .

jœ> ‰ ‰ jœ# > œ jœ. ‰

F

F

jœ ‰ Œ Œ œ œ
Now I

‰ J
œœœ# > Œ Ó

jœ> ‰ Œ Ó ?

p jœ- ‰ Œ Œ œ œ
know you know

Œ œ œ ÓJœ ‰
‰ Jœ Jœ ‰ Ó

p

-

&

&
?

b

b

b

Mezzo

Pno.

15 jœ- ‰ Œ Œ œ œ
me. I

Œ œ œ ÓJœ# ‰
‰ Jœ Jœ ‰ Ó

œ œ œ œ œ
5

see your lit tle game,

Œ œ œ Œ œN œJœ ‰ Jœ ‰
‰ Jœ Jœ ‰ ‰ Jœ Jœ# ‰

F
w
‰ jœœœ.

jœœœ. ‰ œœœ. œœœ. ‰ jœœœ#

Jœ> ‰ ‰ Jœ# > œ œ œ
F

jœ ‰ Œ Œ œ œ
and I

‰ jœœœ# > Œ Ó

Jœ> ‰ Œ Ó

P

-
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&

&

&

b

b

b

Mezzo

Pno.

41 jœ- ‰ Œ Œ œ œ
3

word— as you

‰ jœ œ jœ ‰ Œœ œ œ Jœ

Œ œ# jœ ‰ Œœ œ Jœ

.˙ œ# > .œ
soon shall

Œ œ jœ ‰ Œœ œ Jœ ?

‰ œ# œn œ jœ ‰ ŒJœ œ Jœ ?

w
see—

‰ Jœœœ .
Jœœœ . ‰ œœœ#N . œœœ. ‰ J

œœœ .

jœ>
‰ ‰ jœ# > œ jœ. ‰

F

F

jœ ‰ Œ Œ œ œ
and

‰ J
œœœ# > Œ Ó &

jœ> ‰ Œ Ó

P

&

&
?

b

b

b

Mezzo

Pno.

45

œ> .œ Œ Œ œ .œ
rip you

Œ œ œ œ Jœ- ‰ Œ
3

‰ Jœ Jœ ‰ Ó
P

jœ ‰ Œ Œ œ .œ
up, and

Œ œ œ œ Jœ- ‰ Œ
3

‰ Jœ Jœ ‰ Ó

˙ Œ œ œ3

rip you

Œ œ> œ œ# jœ> ‰ Œ
3

œ# Jœ

‰ Jœ> œœ Jœœ ‰ Œ &

f

F

œ> œ œ œ œ œ- œ Œ3

up,

‰ Jœœœ .
Jœœœ . ‰ œœœ. œœœ. ‰ J

œœœ#

jœ> ‰ ‰ jœ# > œ œ œ
f

&

&

&

b

b

b

Mezzo

Pno.

49 œ> œ# œ œ œ# œ- œ Œ3

up,

‰ Jœœœ .
Jœœœ . ‰ œœœ . œœœ . ‰ J

œœœ# .

jœ> ‰ ‰ jœ> œ œ# œ

‰ œ> jœ# ‰ œ>
jœ

up, up,

‰ Jœœœ .
Jœœœ . ‰ œœœ. œœœ. ‰ J

œœœ#

jœ> ‰ ‰ jœ# > œ œ œ

Œ œb > œn jœ ‰ Œ
up.

‰ J
œœœ# >

Œ Ó

Jœ> ‰ Œ Ó

Ó ˙
Yours

∑

∑

P
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